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In the Claims 

Claiin 1 (Currently Amended) ; A method of accessing personal account iiilbrmation of 
a credit card associated with a user over a global cbmmuriicatton packet-switched network, 
comprising the steps of: 

at a user location disposed on liie network, resolving a machine-resolvable code 
5 (MRC) having coded information contained therein arid disposed on the credit card of the user, 

the coded information having no personal information contained therein relating to the user or 
routing info rmation over a network : 

extracting the coded information from the MRC, the coded information associated 
with routing information that is associated widi both the pei^Sonal account information of ffie user 
1 0 and a specific and unique credit card company server having stored thereat the personal accoiunt 
information of the user; 

in response to the steps of resolving and extracting, obtaining the routing 
information to the credit card server associated with the extracted coded information; 

connecting the user location to the specific and unique credit card company server 
1 5 across the network over a determined route in accordance with the obtained routing infonioation; 

transmitting the extracted coded information to the specific and unique creditcard 
company server over the determined route during the step of connecting; 

using the transmitted coded information at the specific and unique credit card 
compaiiy server to determine the perisonal account infonnatibn associated with the extracted coded 
20 information; 

returning the detennined personalaccount information from the specific and unique 
credit card company server to the user location; and 

presenting the determined personal account infomiation to the user at the user 

location. 

Claim 2 (Original): The method of Claim 1, wherein the MRC is optical indicia. 
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Claim 3 (Original): The method of Claim 2, vyherem the optical Indicia is a bar code. 

Claim 4 (Original): The method of Claim 1 , whererii the routing information in the step 
of obtaining is stored on a user computer at the user location such that the coded infomiati<Mi in 
the step of extracting is used to obtain the coTrespohding rouHng information from the user 
computer. 

Claim 5 (Previously Presented): The method of Claim 4, wherein the user computer stofes 
a plurality of coded information eachassociated With unique routing mformation such that reading 
oftheMRCofaselect one of otic or more credit card& of the user causes the user computer to 
connect to the corresponding specific and unique credit card company server over the network. 

Claim 6 (Previously Presented): The method of Claim I, wherein the step of resolving 
utilizes a reading device which is a wireless scanner which transmits the coded information to a 
user computer at the user location via a receiving device operatively connected to the user 
computer. 

Claim 7 (Original): The mothpd of Claim 1, wherein personal account information in the 
step of presenting is displayed on a computer display operati vely connected to a user computer 
at the user location. 

Claim 8 (Previously Presented): The method of Claim 1 , wherein the routing information 
in the step of obtaining comprises a network addrc^ss of Hit specific and unique credit tard 
company server on the network and file path information which locates the personal account 
information of the user on the specific ihd uriique credit card company server. 

Claim 9 (Previously Presented): A method for accessing personal information from a 
remote location on a network, comprising the steps of: 

reading at a user location on the network a unique information access code 
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disposed on a portable access device that is earried by a user, which unique information access 
5 code is uniquely associated wiai both routing infomiation on the network to the remote location 
and with personal in formation the remote location of a user that is associated with the portable 
access device, wherein the association of the remote location with the unique information access 
code is unique to such unique information acciess code such that only that single remote location 
contains the associated personal information; 

obtaining the routing infonnation froni a database by comparing the unique 
information access code in a matching operation to a record in the database to determine if there 
exists in the record a pre-assoctation between the uinique information access code and at least one 
routing information and, if so, then allowing acceSis to Such matching routmg information; 

accessing the remote location in accordance with the obtained routing informatibn; 
1 5 transmitting to the remote location the unique information access code; and 

at the remote location, receiving the unique information access code and accessing 
personal information associated therewith and forwarding the personal information back to the 
user location for viewing by the user, the step of forwarded comprising: 

sending ifrom the remote location a request for personal 
20 identification after determining that there is contained in the database local to the 

remote location personal information associated with the unique information 
access cade> 

entering the personal identification information at the user location, 

and 

25 m response to input of ^ pibrsonal identification information by the 

user, returning the personal information to the user location » 

Claim 10 (Original): The method of Claim 9, >herem the network is a global 
communication network. 



Claim 11 (Original): The method of Clairn 9. wherein the portable access device 
comprises a card that is typically utilized for credit transactibns. 
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Claim 12 (Previously Ptesemed); The method of Claiin 9, wherdn the step of obtaining 
and accessing comprises the steps of: 

in response to the step of reading, accessing m intermediate location on the 
network remote from the user location; 

5 transmitting the unique information access code to the intermediate location fh>m 

the user location; 

the intermediate having contained tfiereat the database with associations between 
a plurality of unique information access codes and associated unique routing information to 
associated remote locations oh the network; 

10 comparing the received unique information access code with the stored unique 

information access codes; 

if a match is found, retimiing the matched unique routing information to the user 

location; and 

utilizing the returned unique routing information from the intermediate location 
15 to access the remote location. 



Claims 13 - 24 (Canceled) 
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